Peripheral neuropathy associated with hypereosinophilia.
Three patients with hypereosinophilia showed different forms of peripheral neuropathy: severe polyneuropathy of prevalently sensory type (case 1), mild sensory neuropathy (case 2), acute mononeuropathy of the median nerve with subclinical polyneuropathy (case 3). Hypereosinophilia was probably idiopathic, however the presence of atypical findings suggested transition to vasculitides or collagen disease. Sural nerve biopsy in cases 1 and 2 showed features of axonopathy in both, although of different severity, reflecting the variability of clinical involvement and, probably, heterogeneous pathogenic mechanisms. Peripheral nerve involvement associated with hypereosinophilia may be related to neurotoxicity of eosinophils, or to vascular damage.